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FOREWORD

Indian thought is marked by freshness, variety and ingenuity,
which are incapable of being traced in other thoughts
in the arena of human civilisation. This freshness of Indian
thought finds manifestation in diverse fields of Religious and
Philosophical, Moral and Ethical studies, and consequently in
order to have an idea of the richness of Indian mind it is
necessary to have an idea of the diverse concepts of religion
and morality, philosophy and ethics, politics and sociology as
developed through centuries of struggle and search. The great
edificc of Indian religion bears testimony to the splendid
ingenuity of the great thinkers beginning from the time of the
Vedic seers down to the propounders of great religious sects
and philosophies of diverse sections of Indian Philosophy.

One such great thinker in the field of religious studies is
Aévalayana, who along with his successor Apastamba is responsible
for the great exposition of the principles of sacrifice and
their bearing on religious and social life of Ancient India.
Since Indian civilisation is a variegated texture comprised of
myriad threads represented by different sects of religion, an
analysis of the view-points of these two great thinkers was a
desideratum. It 1s gratifying to note that Dr. Bhabani Prasad
Bhattacharya, Lecturer in Sanskrit, Jadavpur University, has been
able to a considerable extent to remove this long-felt want and
to present to the bar of the academic world the rich thoughts of
some of the exponents on Vedic sacrifices and Vedic religion.

The monograph represents the dissertation submitted by
Dr. Bhattacharya in support of his candidature for admission
to the degree of Ph. D. of the Jadavpur University. Divided
into ten chapters, the work tries to expound the details of
different types of sacrifices, which play a significant role in
the Vedic age. With the transition of the age of the Samhitd to the
age of the Brahmana, one is astounded to see the stagnation of
poetical inspiration, and emergence of dry and insipid thought
that centres around the sacrifices and their details. This period,
however, is temporary, and one is astounded again to trace the
sparklings of philosophical disquisitions and enquiries to the
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riddle of the universe. The Upanisads representing the third tier in
the Vedic system tries to solve the riddle of the universe in a
marvellous manner and presents to the human civilisation an
entire philosophical system, characterised by ever-lasting fresh-
ness. Though the phase represented by the Brihmana is transi-
tory, yet to have the proper understanding of the Vedic mind it
is essential to have an idea of this tier, and since the sacrifices
play a predominant role in the second phase the knowledge of
sacrifice comes out to be an essentiality. The dissertation pre-
pared by Dr. Bhattacharya is a successful attempt to expound the
mystery of the sacrifices which play such a crucial role in second
tier of Vedic thought, and thereby to make a grand contribution
to the field of Indian thought and civilisation. I am sure, the
work will be able to satisfy the inquisitiveness of readers
craving for an entry into the mystery of Vedic mind.

I congratulate the author for his commerdable performance
and recommend the work entitled “Studies in the Srautasiitras of
Afvaldyana and Apastamba (Vol. I to the academic community.

Calcutta RAMARANJAN MUKHERIJI
19-9-78



PREFACE

This book represents my doctoral dissertation which was approved
for the Ph.D. (Arts) degree of Jadavpur University, Calcutta,
It is now being published with some additions and alterations
which have become necessary in order to present it to the academic
world.

The present work consists of ten chapters. The first chapter
begins with an elaborate description of Agnyddhdna (setting up of
the sacred fires) without which none is eligible to perform any
Vedic sacrifice. The formal setting up, the re-setting up, and
the third setting up of the sacred fires are also included in this
chapter. It makes an attempt to analyse the different views
expressed by Aévaldyana and Apastamba, the two eminent
Satrakaras on the above subject. The second chapter deals
with Agnihotra-ceremony which is performed daily in the morning
and in the evening. It is an obligatory (nitya) rite for a
householder who has set up the sacred fires. In the third chapter
a detailed treatment of Darsapiirnemadse (New-moon and Full-moon
sacrifices) has been made. The DarSapiirnamdsa-sacrifice forms the
model (prakyti) of all Isti-sacrifices. Therefore 1t deserves special
mention in the field of Vedic rituals. It is discussed here in
the form of prayoga (application) faithfully following the
krama (order) as given in the two Srautasiitras. The fourth chapter
seeks to explain the nature of Pindapitryajfia which is being
performed in honour of the departed forefathers. The above
sacrifice is essentially a Srauta rite becanse it is performed with
the help of doksipa-fire. It, however, takes the form of a grhya
rite when a person performs it in the qupdsana-fire. This chapter
tries to examine the divergent view-points existing among the
Miméamsakas and the ritualists regarding its performance.

The fifth chapter opens with an account of the numerous
optional sacrifices (Kdmyd Istayah) to be performed subsequent
to the New-moon and the Fullmoon sacrifices. The sixth,
which is nothing but a continuation of the fifth, depicts the
independent nature of the Cdturmdsyas or the sacrifices of the
seasons. The Cdturmdsyas comprise four Parvans-Vaisvadeva,
Varupapraghdsa, Sdkemedha and .ﬁmﬁsr’n’ya respectively. In the
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seventh chapter, the Agrayama-sacrifice (offering of the first-
fruits) has been discussed with its different varieties. The
eighth chapter comprises the Animal-sacrifice (NirddhapasSubandha)
which 1s regarded as the model of all other animal-sacrifices.
The ninth chapter gives a comprehensive account of Soma-
sacrifices which are divided into two main groups : (1) the
norm (prakrti) and (2) the modification (vikrti). The Jyotistoma
forms the norm of all other Soma-sacrifices, the Ekdghas, the
Ahinas and the Sattras and itself consists of five Soma-sacrifices
namely the Agnisfoma, the Ukthya, the Sodafin, the Atirdtra and
the Apforydma. In the last chapter an attempt has been made
to bring together all the Expiation-rites (Prgyascittas) prescribed
by the above two Siitras for different kinds of vidhyaparddhas.
Expiatory rites are generally occasioned by some deficiencies in
the sacrificial procedure or they relate to faults or carelessness
on the part of the sacrificer. The concluding chapter,
therefore, includes the numerous expiation-rites belonging to the
various sacrifices mentioned earlier. The different Vedic verses
quoted with pratikas by the Sitrakaras have been given fully in
the relevant foot-notes and a humble attempt has been made
to trace their original sources as far as possible.

The first volume comprises the first four chapters and the
second is contemplated to contain the rest. As the doctoral
thesis is a voluminous one, I am left with no choice but to divide
it into two parts. In preparing this work I have fully utilised
the various Sitra-works of Dr. C. G. Kashikar, a renowned
Vedic scholar of modern times. I have also derived immense
benefit from Darfapirnamasaprakasa, a book published by the
Anandasrama, Poona while writing the section on DarSapirnamaésa.

I'take this opportunity of expressing my respectful gratitude
to my revered Acharya Pt.P. N, Pattabhirama Sastri, the then
Reader in Sanskrit, Calcutta University under whose able
guidance the present thesis has been completed. It is indeed a
rare privilege on the part of the author of studying some difficult
texts on Mimamsd and Srautasiitras with him. I also acknowledge
my gratefulness to Prof. Dr. Ramaranjan Mukherji, Vice-
Chancellor, Burdwan University, whose valued guidance at
every, step is respomsible to a great extent for the successful
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<completion of the work. In the midst of his numerous pre-
occupations he has kindly written. a learned foreword to my
work, which, of course, has enhanced its value. I am also
grateful to him for all he has done to promote my academic
career.

The author expresses his profound sense of gratitude to
his respected teachers Sri Hemanta Kumar Ganguli, Dr. Nanilal
Sen, Sri Hem Chandra Chakravarti, Late Prof, Nagendra Nath
Sastri, Dr. Narayan Chandra Bhattacharya and Late Sri
Harihar Banerji. Thanks are also due to his colleagues, friends
and well-wishers for their advice and encouragement.

I am also thankful to my wife Sm. Minoti Bhattacharya
who has rendered invaluable assistance by keeping me away from
the worries and anxieties of the housebold work. My littlc
daughter Nupur and still little son Tubai have also helped me
in their own way.

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not mention the name
of Sri Shyamapada Bhattacharya of Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar
for the personal interest he has taken in publishing this work.
Sincere thanks are also due to Sri D. P. Mitra of Elm Press for
his unstinted labour in piloting the book through the press. I
would like to mention in this connection that the index will be
added at the end of the second volume.

On the eve of publication of his dissertation the author
tenders respectful homage to the memory of his late Grandfather
Sri Smarajit Bhattacharya who had always been a constant
source of inspiration to him in his attempts to unfold the
mysteries of Religion and Indian Studies and thereby to enrich
the stock of human knowledge which represents the chief objective
of a seeker of truth.

Mabhalaya, Bhabani Prasad Bhattacharya
1st October, 1978

169, Santoshpur Avenue
Calcutta—700075
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